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2020 STATE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 
 
 
Affordable Housing 

• Clarify State law to expressly authorize local governments to provide 
financial assistance to low and moderate income persons  

 
Minimum Housing Standards 

• Support legislation strengthening North Carolina minimum housing 
standards including extending the authority to local governments to conduct 
testing for and enforcement of remediation of mold 

 
North Carolina Search & Rescue Teams 

• Transition occasional annual funding to sustained, recurring funding in 
support of North Carolina Search & Rescue Teams 

 



 

2020 State Legislative Agenda 
 
Issue: Affordable Housing 
 
Position: Clarify State law to expressly authorize local governments to provide 

financial assistance to low and moderate-income persons 
 

 

The City of Charlotte is addressing a 32,000-unit shortage of affordable housing through its 
Housing Charlotte Framework, which was adopted in August 2018.  The Framework is built on 
the three pillars of expanding the supply of affordable housing, preserving the supply of affordable 
housing and supporting self-sufficiency efforts.   
 
In November 2018, the voters of the City expressed their approval for expanding and preserving 
the supply of affordable housing by passing a $50 million bond referendum for these purposes by 
a margin of 68% to 32%.  Private and philanthropic sector partners have contributed another $53 
million in land and financial commitments to address affordable housing throughout the City.  Even 
though it has raised considerable funds for affordable housing, the City needs additional 
legislative authority from the State government to address the shortage of affordable housing. 
 

Under the pillar of self-sufficiency, the City has identified clarifying changes to housing statutes 
that would prove helpful in addressing gentrification and displacement issues that are widespread 
throughout our community.  The clarifications requested specify that cities may provide rent 
subsidies and relocation assistance to low- and moderate-income persons regardless of whether 
the source of funding is federal or local.  The necessary amending language has been 
incorporated into Section 5 of the Municipal Omnibus Bill (HB 557 – Ross and Adcock).  Since 
HB 557 passed the House in the 2019 long session, it is eligible for consideration in the 2020 
short session. 
 
The City is working collaboratively with the North Carolina League of Municipalities and North 
Carolina Metropolitan Mayors Coalition on this request. 

 

 
 



 

2020 State Legislative Agenda 
 
Issue: Minimum Housing Standards 
 
Position: Support legislation strengthening North Carolina minimum housing 

standards including extending the authority to local governments to 
conduct testing for and enforcement of remediation of mold 

 

 

The City of Charlotte is addressing a 32,000-unit shortage of affordable housing through its 
Housing Charlotte Framework, which was adopted in August 2018.  The Framework is built on 
the three pillars of expanding the supply of affordable housing, preserving the supply of affordable 
housing and supporting self-sufficiency efforts.   
 
In November 2018, the voters of the City expressed their approval for expanding and preserving 
the supply of affordable housing by passing a $50 million bond referendum for these purposes by 
a 68% to 32%.  Private and philanthropic sector partners have contributed another $53 million in 
land and financial commitments to address affordable housing.  Even though it has raised 
considerable funds for this purpose, the City needs additional legislative authority from the State 
to preserve the supply of affordable housing. 
 

Any loss of the current supply of naturally occurring affordable housing serves mainly to put more 
pressure to build more affordable housing.  Recent code enforcement issues concerning a 
privately-owned apartment complex that provides housing for low and moderate-income 
households has heightened awareness of shortcomings in the minimum housing standards 
statutes.  The code enforcement issues have demonstrated the need to consider amendments 
that include the requirement for mold remediation.   
 
Representatives Chaz Beasley and Mary Belk introduced HB 1012, Safety Updates for Rental 
Properties.  Since HB 1012 includes an appropriation, it is eligible for consideration in 2020.  
House Bill 1012 is opposed by the Apartment Association of North Carolina. 

 

 
 



 

2020 State Legislative Agenda 
 
Issue: North Carolina Search & Rescue Teams 
 
Position: Transition occasional annual funding to sustained funding in support of 

North Carolina Search & Rescue Teams 
 

 

The events of 9/11 prompted the State of North Carolina to establish search and rescue teams.  
Regional teams were contracted by the State to provide specialized rescue capabilities in seven 
regionally separated areas.  The seven teams are operated by fire departments in Buncombe 
County, Charlotte, Fayetteville, Greensboro, Greenville, Raleigh and Wilmington/New Hanover 
County.  Over the years, the teams have deployed on over 130 federal, State and local missions.  
During Hurricane Matthew in 2016, for example, the teams rescued 2,336 people.   
 
The equipment needed to outfit the teams was funded using federal grants.  Today, the seven 
teams have $14.5 million of total assets including over 150 specialty vehicles and highly 
specialized rescue gear.  Much of the equipment in this inventory is nearing the end of its useful 
life and needs programmatic replacement.  There is also a need to provide resources to store and 
maintain the equipment in anticipation of future training and deployments.  The lack of sustained 
funding does not provide a stable platform for the teams to plan for the future.   
 
The North Carolina General Assembly appropriated one-time dollars of $1 million for FY 2020 in 
a 2019 long session mini-budget bill, but this funding is not recurring, sustained funding.  
Recurring, sustained funding was included in the 2019 Appropriations Act, HB 966, but this Act 
became the subject of the budget standoff between the Governor and the General Assembly. 
 
The City is working with the North Carolina Coalition of Metropolitan Fire Chiefs, other fire safety 
organizations, and the other six local fire departments operating such teams in support of this 
request. 
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